Serving Future
Generations

ANNUAL REPORT ON ACTIVITIES 2017 FISCAL YEAR

PREPARED TO SERVE FUTURE GENERATIONS

Dr. Harold Harder with children in
Myanmar in 2011.

One generation
shall praise Your
works to another
and shall declare
Your mighty and
remarkable acts.
Psalms 145:4 AMP

For 36 years, Blessings International has witnessed the mighty and
remarkable acts of our Lord. From humble beginnings in the garage of our
Founders, Dr. Harold and Linda Harder, this ministry was created to provide
vitamins, pharmaceuticals, and medical supplies to medical missionaries
who would share the mighty love of Christ. After a mission trip to Guatemala,
the Harders committed their lives to establishing and growing a ministry that
would seek out quality medicine both in the United States and abroad, and
designed a distribution system to place this valuable tool in the hands of those
bringing hope, healing, and God’s transforming power to a needy world. In our
first year (1981), Blessings served 12 ministries. By 1987, Blessings witnessed
a year where 95 orders were shipped. And by 2005, 1,296 shipments were
distributed in that single year. Blessings growth was remarkable!
Through prayer and dedicated service, Blessings International has grown
from serving 12 ministries our first year of operation to serving over 3,000
teams annually traveling throughout the world. As you will see in this report,
in our Fiscal Year 2017, Blessings shipped 3,560 orders to teams working
in 95 countries. Moreover, the Human Treatment Value of those shipments
continued to increase to over 104 million with an estimated 7.9 million
patients served. None of these exceptional accomplishments would have
been possible without the vision of our founders and the partnership of our
donors, customers and other trusted partners over the last 36 years.
During this past year, we have continued to acquire licensure for wholesale
drug distributions into various states. We are now able to ship to 46 states
and the District of Columbia! We also underwent a website rebuild during
the past year. The goal of enhancing our website was to create a more user
friendly experience, to provide more information about our current projects,
and streamline our ordering process. A significant undertaking involved the
acquisition of a new production line that was incorporated into our existing
FDA licensed facility. Through the use of this production line, we are able to
offer a Medication Repackaging Service whereby medicine can be packed in
bags of smaller fixed quantities and are available for labeling in 22 different
languages. We also increased our shipping options to include more direct to
country shipments. Our goal with shipping directly to the country of use is to
provide in-country hospitals and clinics with high quality medication at a low
cost so they are better able to serve their patients.
Throughout the history of Blessings International, our work has been
committed to the Lord and we praise the work He has done through our
organization. During this past year, we have continued to create and design
plans to spread His word through the distribution of medicine for medical
missions. With your prayers, partnership and support, these plans will be
established so future generations can be served and declare His mighty and
remarkable acts.
Yours in His Service Together,

Barry Ewy, his wife, Beverly, and children
Caroline and Blake serving in Nicaragua.
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Barry Ewy, PharmD, JD, MHA
Chief Executive Officer
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2017
HIGHLIGHTS

3560
ORDERS

*

7.9 MILLION
PATIENTS SERVED
*ESTIMATED

95

COUNTRIES

HUMAN
TREATMENT
VALUE FOR
MEDICINES
SHIPPED
4.2

MILLION
CURATIVE TREATMENTS

97.9

MILLION
TREATMENT DAYS

In our Fiscal Year 2017, the Human Treatment Value (HTV) of the medicines
we shipped was 104,604,387! That is more than 104 million courses of
medicine and vitamins Blessings International shipped to medical teams,
clinics, and hospitals around the world. Over the last 5 years, Blessings has
seen a steady growth in the HTV for the medicines we have shipped (see graph
below). Medicine from Blessings went to a total of 95 different nations. You can
see in the table opposite exactly how many dosages went to each individual
nation.
HTV is measured by totaling the number of medicines shipped that fall into one
of two categories: Curative Treatments and Treatment Days.
1. Curative Treatments are defined as one full dosage of a treatment,
regardless of how many individual pills/tablets/injections are required. For
example, one course of antibiotics to treat an infection may require multiple
tablets given to a patient over multiple days, but for HTV accounting purposes,
it will only be counted as one treatment. Curative Treatments include items
such as antibiotics and anti-malarials.
2. Treatment Days are defined by the number of days a medicine is used. Total
Treatment Days are the number of pharmaceutical dosages that are used to
treat acute or chronic issues (including items such as analgesics, vitamins,
anti-hypertensives, etc.). For example, if someone takes one multi-vitamin
per day, and Blessings ships a bottle of 500 vitamins, that bottle will equal 500
Treatment Days.
In Fiscal Year 2017, Blessings International shipped medicines with a total HTV
of 104,604,387, which included 4,573,772 Curative Treatments and 100,030,615
Treatment Days. The total HTV of the medicines shipped in FY2017 exceeded
the previous year, even though the medicine went to slightly fewer countries
than the previous year. The medicines shipped in FY2017 from Blessings
treated an estimated 7,908,125 people around the world!
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HUMAN TREATMENT VALUE FOR ORDERS SHIPPED BY COUNTRY
HTV

%

CARIBBEAN & CENTRAL AMERICA
Aruba
Bahamas

HTV

HTV

%

%

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA

46,984

<.1%

Egypt

17,321

<.1%

Angola

164,016 0.16%

1,190

<.1%

Jordan

96,191

<.1%

Benin

127,174 0.12%

Cameroon

243,509 0.23%

Costa Rica

378,438 0.36%

Israel

42,287

<.1%

Central African Republic

124,426 0.12%

Cuba

258,747 0.25%

Lebanon

19,234

<.1%

Chad

24,629

Congo, Democratic
Republic

95,000 0.12%

Belize

1,787,325 1.71%

Iraq

296,766 0.29%

Dominican Republic

4,504,164 4.31%

Morocco

21,151

<.1%

El Salvador

2,053,619 1.96%

Palestinian Territories

56,233

<.1%

Guatemala

14,576,390 13.93%

Haiti

24,949,339 23.85%

Honduras

17,446,746 16.68%

Subtotal:

791,219 0.76%

2,317,510 2.22%

Mexico

2,035,748 1.95%

Nicaragua

7,011,713 6.70%

Subtotal

2,035,748 1.95%

Panama

1,460,940 1.40%
19,527

<.1%

Trinidad and Tobago

67,587

<.1%

Subtotal

76,880,219 73.50%

Cambodia

936,788 0.90%

China

217,180 0.21%

Fiji

60,233

<.1%

Indonesia

33,985

<.1%

Kiribati

14,117

<.1%

Mongolia

84,608

<.1%

Myanmar
North Korea (DPRK)
Papua, New Guinea
Philippines
Thailand

493,725 0.47%
18,345

<.1%

125,117 0.12%
1,337,465 1.28%
170,992 0.16%

Vietnam

493,729 0.47%

Subtotal

3,986,284 3.81%

EUROPE
Bulgaria

22,883

<.1%

Czech Republic

2,097

<.1%

France

2,270

<.1%

Greece

20,291

<.1%

Hungary

28,997

<.1%

Kosovo

74,912

<.1%

Romania
Spain
Turkey
Subtotal

U.S.A.
U.S.A.

763,696 0.73%

Subtotal:

763,696 0.73%

555,668 0.53%
53

<.1%

11,460

<.1%

Armenia

21,056

<.1%

Kyrgyzstan

21,383

<.1%

Moldova

118,184 0.11%

Ukraine

220,218 0.21%

Subtotal

380,841 0.36%

SOUTH AMERICA
Argentina

86,200

<.1%

Bolivia

416,163 0.40%

Brazil

419,065 0.40%

Chile
Colombia
Ecuador

12,327

<.1%

124,840 0.12%
2,557,604 2.45%

Guyana

328,869 0.31%

Paraguay

173,262 0.17%

Peru
Suriname
Venezuela
Subtotal

2,215,518 2.12%
88,416

<.1%

<.1%

2,714

<.1%

106,533 0.10%

Ghana

527,165 0.50%

Ivory Coast (Cote d'lvoire)

339,009 0.32%

Kenya

23,787

<.1%

1,740,705 1.66%

Lesotho

38,725 0.28%

Liberia

292,048 0.38%

Madagascar
Malawi
Mauritania
Namibia
Niger
Nigeria
Rwanda

14,806

<.1%

394,036

<.1%

3,281

<.1%

16,568

<.1%

782,502 0.75%
3,283,999 3.14%
35,352 0.75%

Senegal

108,731

Sierra Leone

194,915 0.10%

South Africa

270,437 0.19%

South Sudan

285,213 0.26%

Swaziland

166,213 0.16%

Tanzania

340,018 0.33%

Togo

191,969 0.18%

Uganda

562,579 0.54%

Zambia

736,894 0.70%

Zimbabwe
Subtotal

165,839 0.16%
6,588,103 6.30%

6,836

228,243 0.22%

Gambia

Guinea

RUSSIA AND NEWLY INDEPENDENT STATES

EAST ASIA & PACIFIC

Ethiopia
Gabon

NORTH AMERICA (NOT U.S.)

Jamaica

Saint Vincent & the
Grenadines

Congo, Republic of

<.1%

GRAND TOTAL

57,226

<.1%

<.1%

11,529,258 11.02%
HTV

%

104,604,387

100%

SOUTH ASIA
India

449,461 0.43%

Nepal

480,927 0.46%

Subtotal

930,388 0.89%

718,631 0.69%
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FINANCIAL
REPORT

We are so grateful that once again in Fiscal Year 2017 Blessings International’s
revenue exceeded its expenses. By covering our expenses through our
operations, Blessings continues to be able to utilize 100% of every donated
dollar to support the benevolence projects detailed in pages 8 through 10. We
give God all the glory that we were able to provide more funds than ever before
to benevolent projects!
Transparent Integrity is one of our core values. From our finances to our
communication we are open and honest in our operations, transactions, and
dealings. Blessings International undergoes a financial audit each year by an
independent public accounting firm. This independent auditor also prepares
our IRS Form 990, which the graphs below are based upon.

BLESSINGS INTERNATIONAL FISCAL YEAR 2017 FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
SUPPORT & REVENUE
Guatemalan mother receiving medicine
for her child from Liberty University
School of Osteopathic Medicine team.

Program Service Revenue
$4,602,902 97%
Donor Contributions
$127,062 3%
Investment & Other Revenue
$18,921 <1%

Total $4,748,885
Floating Doctors pulling medicine from
“suitcase pharmacy” in Panama.

EXPENSES

Medicine & Gifts
$3,019,216 64%
Program Service Expenses
$1,260,430 27%
The Evangelical Council
of Financial Accountability
accredits its members and
holds them to high standards
of accountability with respect
to governance, financial
management and stewardship/
fundraising practices Blessings
International is proud to have
achieved these standards and
has been a member of ECFA
since March of 1990.
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Management & General
$375,516 8%
Fundraising Expenses
$64,832 1%

Total $4,719,994

PRODUCTION
REPORT

Blessings International’s new Medication
Repackaging System equipment.

Bags of vitamins produced by the
Medication Repackaging System
equipment.

The Production Department at Blessings International is responsible for
rebottling, repackaging and relabeling items that we purchase directly from
manufacturers and other pharmaceutical entities both in the United States
and abroad. Blessings is licensed by the US Food and Drug Administration
as a re-packager and is authorized to import medicine and medical supplies
for exportation. The Production Department works hard to carefully relabel,
rebottle or repackage each item swiftly so that we are able to get the
products out to the medical teams as quickly as possible. Often these items,
which we are able to purchase in bulk, are the most affordable for teams
to purchase. By processing more throughout the Production Department,
teams are able to purchase greater quantities of the lower-cost, high-quality
medicine and therefore help more people around the world receive medicine
they urgently need!
In Fiscal Year 2017, the Production Department recorded a decrease in
number of units produced of 19.6% compared to the prior Fiscal Year. The
majority of the decrease was in the area of Relabeling. While there was
also a slight decrease in repackaging, the rebottling activities remained
relatively the same as prior year. In addition to the normal responsibilities
of the Production Department, in Fiscal Year 2017, the team prepared for
the operationalizing of a new production line. This new production line
allows medication to be counted in bags of smaller fixed quantities of tablets
with a labeling choice of 22 different languages. By repackaging medicine
specifically for the needs of the patients being served, both safety and
compliance are improved.

UNITS PROCESSED FISCAL YEAR 2015-2017
2015

2016

2017

110,000
100,000
90,000
78,094

80,000
70,000
60,000
50,000
40,000

31,062

30,000
20,000
Bottling production taking place in
Blessings’ FDA approved facility.

15,426

10,000
0
Rebottling

Relabelling

Repackaging

2017 Total 124,582 units
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BENEVOLENCE
PROJECTS

Aftermath of Hurricane Matthew in Haiti.

Emergency Disaster Relief
$18,087
Blessings International is committed to supplying medical teams with the
vitally important medicine and supplies needed to appropriately respond to
the acute recovery phase following natural disasters in developing nations.
Teams responding to disaster situations quickly need antibiotics, wound care
products, rehydration salts, and other items to treat emergent maladies, as
well as routine medicines for conditions such as blood pressure and diabetes
to replace destroyed prescriptions.
In Blessings’ Fiscal Year 2017 (which ended August 31, 2017), there was one
primary natural disaster to which many teams responded. Hurricane Matthew
hit the Caribbean Islands in October of 2016. One eyewitness in Haiti noted
that “In some parts of the country, it looks as if the apocalypse happened.”
Blessings International supplied medicine and medical supplies to 36 teams
responding to needs resulting from the hurricane. As a result, thousands of
people received a caring hand and health was restored.

Collaborative Relief Efforts
$62,284

Barry and Beverly Ewy working in
the 1Nation1Day pharmacy of the
Managua Clinic.

“Because of your
generosity and your
partnership, we have
treated over 40,000
patients through
short-term missions
in Latin America
and parts of the
Caribbean.”
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Blessings International collaborated with several organizations during Fiscal
Year 2017. In developing countries such as Haiti, Indonesia, Nicaragua, and
Nigeria, collaborative efforts led to more people receiving life-saving medicine.
In Haiti, Blessings International collaborated with For Haiti With Love to supply
6,000 tubes of burn cream for their burn-clinic operated in Cap Haitian. The
clinic sees approximately 1,700 patients each year from infants to those over
80 years old each year. Almost one-third of the burn patients are children
0 – 10 years old! The burns that the patients have can range from mild to
life-threatening. Eva DeHart of For Haiti With Love says that, “With the living
conditions for the poor in Haiti, [without the burn cream] all of these folks
would get infected and die from even minor burns. Blessings truly is helping
For Haiti with Love save lives in Haiti.”
Blessings International worked with Missions.Me in Fiscal Year 2017 to provide
all of the medicine for the 1Nation1Day event throughout the entire country
of Nicaragua. During the course of the outreach, eight medical brigades
were each held for five days where 8,941 people received care and treatment.
Overall, a total of 826,209 people were reached through all of the efforts of the
1Nation1Day event. Gabe Bahlhorn, Chief Communications Officer of
Missions.Me, shared that the goal of Missions.Me is to empower people to
change the world. He went on to state in regard to Blessings International,
“Because of your generosity and your partnership, we have treated over 40,000
patients through short-term missions in Latin America and parts of
the Caribbean.”
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Crisis Zones
$16,459
As a result of the terrible fighting in Syria, the Syrian refugee crisis continues.
The medical director for an organization that cannot be named due to the
sensitive nature of their work, recently stated “The Syrian people feel forgotten
and unseen by the world. So to be able to communicate to them that God sees
them, sees all that has happened to them, and has a heart full of affection for
them is really powerful for them and for us.” Blessings International continues
to assist in the crisis through providing medicine, medical supplies and
support. During the Fiscal Year 2017, teams traveling and working in Lebanon
and Turkey were equipped with essential medicines and supplies to heal and
bring hope to the hurting.

Syrian refugee shelter made of billboard
material in an orchard.

Haiti Orphanage Medical Support (HOMS)
$48,589
The primary purpose of this program is to provide basic medical care for
maladies such as vitamin deficiency, skin infections, malaria and other
ailments that are common in the impoverished nation of Haiti. A secondary,
but important, purpose of HOMS is to collect data on the children living in
these facilities, and to monitor the orphanage to ensure it is providing a
sufficient level of care for each child.
At the end of the fiscal year, the project was providing care and treatment
for 776 orphans living in 19 different orphanages. The children in these
orphanages are seen routinely every three months and provided with Vitamin
A supplementation, anti-parasitic medication, and multivitamins. Deborah
Lammert, APRN-CNS, Director of the HOMS project states that as the
orphanages are routinely visited, “We develop a rapport that allows us to truly
see the challenges of group residential childcare in Haiti, where the conditions
are harsh and quality medical care and pharmaceuticals are rarely accessible.”
She goes on to say, “We become trusted advisors and resources for many
types of health and psychological information, plus provide a ‘safety net’ for
these vulnerable children.”
Over the past year, in addition to the common medical issues that are attended
to, the HOMS team has worked with a chicken pox outbreak in one orphanage,
a cholera outbreak in a community, and identified a heart murmur in an eight
year-old girl. In each situation, the HOMS team was able to provide appropriate
care and treatment, including much needed re-hydration. The team was even
able to help coordinate surgery for the girl, who was found to have a significant
congenital heart defect that should have been repaired by the time she was
one year old. She recovered wonderfully from the surgery and is doing very
well!
Since the inception of the HOMS project, nearly 1,000 Haitian children have
directly benefited from evaluation, care, treatment, medicine and vitamins. In a
country that too often has had to endure repeated tragedy and loss, the HOMS
project represents hope, love and compassion to the children who are served.

Above: Stanley, an orphan in the HOMS
project, receiving treatment for intestinal
parasites and malnutrition.
Below: Stanley healthy and attending school.

Malaria
$16,459
Malaria is the third biggest killer of children globally. Children under the age
of five represent almost two-thirds of all malaria-related deaths. In 2016,
there were an estimated 216 million cases of malaria that resulted in 445,000
deaths. There are currently almost 3.2 billion people at risk of contracting
malaria, which is almost half of the world’s population. The highest risk area
for contracting malaria is sub-Saharan Africa. This area accounted for 90% of
all new cases and 91% of all malaria deaths in 2016.

Young child in Cameroon receiving
antimalarial medicine from Blessings.

During Fiscal Year 2017, Blessings International gave away anti-malarial
medicine to 47 different countries. As a result of these gifts, approximately
8,200 people received treatment for malaria in nations throughout the world,
including Nigeria, Ghana, Nepal, and Peru. One of the recipients of malaria
medicine distributed by Blessings International was a Haitian nurse, Fabienne,
who stated, “I contracted it while working with a (medical) team, and it was
one of the worst illnesses I ever had!”

USA Clinic Support
$45,702

Westminister United Methodist Church
US Clinic doctor with young patient.

While “International” is a part of our name and was the original basis for the
activities of Blessings International, we recognize there are a lot of people
hurting and in need here in the United States. Blessings works with free and
charitable clinics located throughout the USA that provide care and treatment
to those who are underserved or cannot afford healthcare. Blessings also
works with pregnancy clinics to provide prenatal vitamins and maternal care.
Through donations, Blessings is able to provide free or heavily subsidized
medicines to these clinics.

Clinic Expansion and Support
$136,889

YWAM’s newest edition to their fleet
of ships.
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Blessings International believes in the power of medicine to save and improve
lives. An adequate facility and properly trained staff are critical components
to saving and improving those lives, and are part of our vision to “build
healthy communities.” This fiscal year, Blessings provided support to
two hospitals in Pakistan and one clinic in India so that critically
needed equipment could be obtained. Blessings also provided
support to a ships ministry operating in Papua New
Guinea to build out a container pharmacy on a newly
acquired ship. Additionally, Blessings provided
funding for doctors to participate in Christian
residency programs located overseas,
as well as assistance to help doctors
begin or continue their overseas
medical missionary careers.
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Example of
container that will
house pharmacy on
new YWAM ship.

BLESSINGS INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
All of Blessings’ employees and
Board Members strive to keep
these values at the forefront of our
ministry, but we know we alone
could not have made this ministry
into what it has become over the
last 35 years without the significant
involvement and support of many
people. We would like to thank each
of you that have ordered medicine
or medical supplies, donated to this
ministry or prayed for our work to
bring healing to the hurting. To each
of you, we say, “Thank You!”

Paul Stanton, MD
Chair
Gastroenterologist

Donald Tredway, MD, PhD Mike Smith, EA
Treasurer
Vice-Chair
Tax Accountant
Physician

Barry Ewy, PharmD,
JD, MHA
CEO, Blessings
International

Doreen Babo, MBA, DPH
Medical Administrator

Paul McClendon, PhD
Retired Professor

Karen CarmichaelLorenz, Esq.
Secretary
Trust Attorney

(Not Pictured)
Clay Powell, MD
Physician

BLESSINGS INTERNATIONAL CORE VALUES
Christ Centered – We desire to share
the love and compassion of Jesus
Christ with all those we serve, whether
serving our customers, co-workers,
vendors or donors.
Customer Focused – We desire for
our customers to have an excellent
experience working with our ministry
through each and every encounter.
Quality Driven – We aim to provide
high quality products to the right
customer at the right time, every time.
Transparent Integrity – From our
finances to our communication, we will
be open and honest in our operations,
transactions and dealings.
Donor Appreciation – We are grateful
to those who support our ministry
through gifts and prayer and will use
all gifts in a responsible manner to
benefit persons around the world in
need.
Celebrate Success – We will celebrate
the successes and milestones of our
ministry, each other and our lives.
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The vision of Blessings International is to heal the hurting globally and
locally by providing life-saving pharmaceuticals, vitamins and medical
supplies to medical mission teams, clinics and hospitals; to build healthy
communities by treating the poor and victims of endemic medical problems,
outbreaks of disease or overwhelming disasters; and to transform lives by
actively demonstrating the love and compassion of Jesus Christ.

If you would like to order medicine for a medical trip
or make a donation to this ministry, please go to:
www.blessing.org

BLESSINGS INTERNATIONAL
1650 N. Indianwood Ave. Broken Arrow, OK 74012, 918-250-8101

info@blessing.org

Code #11864

